
Santa Cruz

Watsonville

0 4 82

Miles

 17
  9

 152

  1

  236

www.bayarealands.org

CONSERVATION LANDS NETWORK 1.0            PROGRESS REPORT

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

Santa Cruz County is a natural refuge —for plants, wildlife, 
and for people—from the urban world that neighbors the 
County. The County’s Conservation Blueprint identifies eight 
areas for protection of water resources, wildlife habitat, 
working lands, and recreational opportunities. It estimates 
that by protecting 50,000 acres of land in those areas, Santa 
Cruz County will remain as a refuge for future generations.  
 
OPPORTUNITIES
•	 Protect naural habitat from development.  

Under current zoning 17,000 more housing units could be 
built, many of them in rural areas, breaking up the natural 
habitat.  

•	 Emphasize protection through innovative tools 
including conservation easements and stewardship 
incentives. The Conservation Blueprint recommends that 
acquisition not be the dominant way of protecting land in 
the future. 

•	 Protect	for	multiple	benefits	that offer a variety of 
values including wildlife habitat and connectivity, water 
supply and quality, working lands, and recreational and 
educational opportunities. 

CONSERVATION IN ACTION
Most of Santa Cruz County is productive working land – farm, 
timber, and rangeland. The Conservation Blueprint prioritizes 
the protection of these lands as both economic and natural 
resources. 

OF NOTE
Santa Cruz County is home to some impressive protected 
areas: California’s first state park, Big Basin, was created to 
protect the majestic redwoods. And The Monterey Bay is so 
rich in marin life that it has been declared a national marine 
sanctuary.

SUMMARIZED FROM “HIGHLIGHTS FROM A CONSERVATION BLUEPRINT: 
AN ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE LAND TRUST OF 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY.”
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